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Notice Regarding Suspicions Raised on Social Media about the Video Presentation Category

We hereby respond to the allegation raised on social media regarding suspicion of irregularities in the
results of the 5th Tokyo International Choir Competition in HARUMI (TICC2023), specifically within the

Video Presentation category.

Category: V, the Video Presentation Category is one of the categories in TICC, which evaluates choral-
themed video works, and those works are posted on YouTube. In addition to the judging process by jury,
an Audience Award is also chosen by the viewers, based on the number of both the high ratings on YouTube

and votes on the venue of TICC during the judging period.

As of the announcement of results, it has found that the number of high ratings exceeded the number of
views during the judging period, and this has raised some suspicions on the social media in Japan about

fraudulent activities by the participating choirs.

While the number video views can be increased through repeated playback, videos can only be rated once
per account. This means that are an absolute measurement based on the number of accounts that submitted
a rating. Therefore, we would like for all to understand that the voting system for Audience Award in the

Video Presentation category is considered to be free of fraud.

Some of the participating groups that earned a large number of high ratings in this category have more than
tens of thousands of followers in social media, and their regular posts are gathering thousands of views and
hundreds of comments. Considering the scale of their presence on social media, these figures seem to be
reasonable and appropriate range. Furthermore, supporters may express their endorsement through high
ratings without playback of the videos. Even if the number of ratings exceeds the number of views, it is not

an indication of cheating.

We, as the organizers of TICC, will consider ways to ensure that all viewers who submit votes in the
Audience Award for the Video Presentation category (Category: V) will be able to fully enjoy the
opportunity to experience choral music through the videos in this category. Also, through further evaluation
of how we manage this category, we will endeavor to continue to provide the highest quality experience for
all of our viewers and participating choirs. In this way, we hope to also provide a fulfilling and meaningful

experience for all parties involved.
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